Historical
The appearance of the volatile fatty acids, formic and acetic, in toxicology is very patchy. According to Autenrieth (1928) (Analyst, 1940, p. 459), 4 from the Straits Settlements (Analyst, 1937, p. 742; 1939, p. 744) , and 2 from Ceylon (Analyst, 1932, p. 575) during the period of 1931-42. Although acetic acid has been used for suicide, and accidental poisonings have also been fairly common in certain countries of Europe, notably Russia and Germany from the beginning of the present century, Autenrieth (1928) and Owens (1935) (Analyst, 1932, p. 575; 1937, p. 469; 1938, p. 501; 1939, p. 512 and 1940, p. 652) . Owens (1935) 
